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GO Day Is Nationwide Success

Washington, D.C. - The celebration of 2011 National Get Outdoors Day (GO Day) – led
by the American Recreation Coalition (ARC) and the USDA Forest Service – is over,
but its accomplishments continue.  GO Day received significant electronic and print
media coverage leading up to - and since - June 11.  Tens of thousands of children
across the country enjoyed various outdoor activities at GO Day events.  Their fun was
made possible by hundreds of national and local partners that staffed activity centers
and provided other support at approximately 150 sites.  The First Lady's Let's Move
Outside campaign blogsite, the Let's Move blog, carried a synopsis of the day with
photos: "The U.S. Forest Service and community partners have been encouraging
children and their families across the country to spend time reconnecting with nature,
trying new recreation activities and just having some good fun."

Among the major media "scores" by GO Day were all three major TV stations in
Denver.  ABC News picked up the story in at least two regions, interviewing GO Day
coordinators in Minneapolis, Minnesota and Sioux Falls, South Dakota.  WAMU 88.5 -
an affiliate of National Public Radio - also picked up the story, interviewing ARC
President Derrick Crandall about local efforts in Washington, D.C.

June 11, 2011 marked the fourth year that participants from federal agencies, nonprofit
organizations and the recreation industry teamed up to encourage healthy, active
outdoor fun at sites across the nation.  These diverse partners offered opportunities for
American families to experience traditional and non-traditional types of outdoor
activities.  Prime goals of the national celebration included reaching currently
underserved populations and first-time visitors to public lands, and reconnecting our
youth to the great outdoors.  Details on the activities at various GO Day sites are
available at: www.nationalgetoutdoorsday.org/locations. 
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About the American Recreation Coalition

AMERICAN RECREATION COALITION — is a nonprofit, Washington-based federation founded in 1979. 

The association provides a unified voice for recreation interests to ensure their full and active participation

in government policy-making on issues such as public land management.  ARC membership consists of

more than 100 organizations, including national and regional associations and corporations that represent

a major share of the $400 billion a year recreation/leisure industry and enthusiast groups representing

millions of recreationists.  Since its inception, ARC has sought to catalyze public-private partnerships to

enhance and protect outdoor recreation opportunities and resources.  ARC conducts research, organizes

national conferences, and disseminates information through a variety of means, including its Web site

www.funoutdoors.com.  ARC plays a leading role in several key coalitions and organizations, including the

Coalition for Recreational Trails, Scenic Byways Coalition and Coalition for Recreation in the National

Forests.  ARC also supports and promotes the WOW - Wonderful Outdoor World outreach to urban

children and was instrumental in the re-launch of Take Pride in America.  ARC was also instrumental in

launching National Get Outdoors Day, a national effort dedicated to helping children enjoy healthy, active

outdoor lives.


